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The youth exchange took place in July in Săcueni, Roma
nia, having as main theme environment pollution through 
waste and low level of recycling. It involved 24 young peo
ple aged between 18-30 years from Greece, Hungary, Lithua
nia and Romania.

During the project the participants created different ob
jects from different types of recyclable waste. To four main 
activity days the roganizers assigned four different catego
ries of waste: metal, glass, paper and plastic. The partici
pants were distributed in four mixed groups and they had to 
choose after a short documentation what kind of object they 
want to create from the waste type of the day. After consul
tation to avoid the repetition of objects, the groups start
ed to prepare and decorate the small articles. Besides that, 
each group wrote a blog article in which they described step 
by step how they created the object.These were published 
with photos about the preparation phases and about the fi
nal product. Each day resulted four blog articles presenting 
the preparation of four different objects from the waste of 
the day. This activity enhanced young people’s chances to 
obtain a job and their entrepreneurial skills (to venture in 
photography, blogging or upcycling business).

Besides the activities mentioned above, the youth ex
change includes site visit to a waste collecting and sort
ing company called ECO BIHOR, and other programs dur
ing which the participants debated how households could 
be motivated to recycle and upcycle.

The youngsters implemented an ecological campaign dur
ing which they raised awareness by having a flashmob with 
live music in the city center of Sacueni, and also prepared 
different games for kids upcycling different wastes. The 
games had a highly educational purpose: to teach the kids 
what type of waste where has to end after use.

On the last day of the youth program the participants re
ceived their YouthPass Certificates.

The project was funded by the Erasmus+ Programme of the 
European Union.

 the organizers
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You are probably wondering what a group of Romanians, Hungarians, Greeks and 
Lithuanians are doing in Săcueni! We all came with different experiences, expectations and 
fears, but that didn’t stop us from “bonding”. A couple of energizers, like Mazinga helped us 
break the ice and open our eyes. Then, we presented ourselves with the help of a burning a 
match. We even made cockades out of jar lids. Our first upcycling project! After that we were 
introduced into the world of Erasmus+, through a presentation. The lunch was a pleasant 
surprise, for many of us it was our first contact with the local cuisine. Then, we did some 
voluntary work. We cleaned Săcueni and felt like true members of the town. It was quite 
sad though to see that this generation is not environmental conscious. In the afternoon, we 

had our daily evaluation and 
began our diaries, in order 
to complete our YouthPasses 
later. Keeping a diary can be 
very challenging, we had to 
squeeze our minds to come up 
with ideas. The intercultural 
night was without doubt the 
highlight of the day. We tried 
each country’s food, sweets 
and drinks and danced… a 
lot! It was a long night and 
waking up was challenging 
for us, but it was totally 
worth it. Our thoughts for the 
first day: great people, good 
atmosphere, adrenaline rush 
and a perfect start!

Where the journey begins…
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Sunday we started our day 
with pretty tasty breakfast 
along with some energizing 
games. The official part of 
the days program began 
with the presentation of the 
participating countries’ na-
tional policies concerning re-
cyc  ling/up cyc ling prac ti ces. 
Watching the pre sen tations 
gave us the oppor tunity to 
get an insight of the current 
challenges that every country 
has to cope with as well as the 
improvement they have done so far. Afterwards, the participants were formed in four mixed 
groups who were asked to brainstorm about proposing several ideas to improve environmental 
policies in a local, national and international level. We were also asked to create an appealing 
graphic facilitation of the topic along with a catchy slogan promoting coo peration, sharing ideas, 
developing dialogue and creative thinking. After lunch, one of the most exciting parts of the day 
arrived. We are sure everyone knows what we are talking about, yes… of course, it was the photo 
workshop! Our dear Orsi presented us some samples of “good” and “not so good” thoughts along 
with some advice in order to help us improve our photography skills. Then each of us had to 
find an ordinary object to take an extraordinary shot appealing enough to sell the object. Later, 
the photos were evaluated by the participants to provide feedback. At the end of the activity, we 
completed the daily evaluation session where we use to express our feelings and impressions of 
the daily program. Last but not least, every country had to present and teach a national dance and 
song giving a taste of their culture to the other participants. Warm feelings and collective spirit 

were created being all in the 
same circle of dancing, having 
fun and communicating using 
no words but body moves. 
That made us feel that we had 
an essential and meaningful 
communication despite of the 
language barriers between us. 
We are really excited to be here 
and we are looking forward 
to get to know each other’s 
culture better and collect more 
unforgettable moments like 
the ones we have already!

Focus with photographs when words are unclear!



4

Waking up on Monday (the 
first day of the week) and 
being already in the middle 
of the one-week program 
confused a little bit everyone, 
but our confusions flew 
away as soon as we had to 
concentrate on the “golden 
rules” of blogwriting. Our 
facilitators drew our attention 
on some main characteristics 
of blogwriting, that was quick 
so we could try it in practice: 
we wrote the blog entries 
about the previous days, so we 
could start the trash collecting 
activity as soon as possible.

We saw on the eco-dis-
covering of the city that 
some corners may hide 
amazing raw materials for a 
great upcycling workshop, 
so we got excited. It seemed 
like in Săcueni everyone 
drinks beer and energy 
drinks – and they all do it 
from cans. So we were up to 
create windchime, ashtray, 
vases and many others. Our 
collection was recorded in 
written form too, because 
we already knew how to 
write DIY blog entries, so we 
fulfilled the day’s challenges 
completely. This left the 
marks in our personal 
notebooks too. The videos, 
presentations about each 
of our cultures was a great 
active relaxation after the 
hot day.

Let’s make some shiny stuff out of trash
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On most of the days until now we got used to the idea that we can let free our creativity and 
imagination in making decorative or items of use out of seemingly useless objects, so in the same 
time we got used to a certain way of managing our resources. What we mean is: it was just the 
right time for a different way of individual 
and teamwork, for a different way of thinking 
about what we are going to prepare. This was 
the starting activity of the eco-campaign! We 
actually got free hands to create an animated, 
spectacular happening with a slightly edu ca-
ti onal aspect. So we chose to have a choreo
graphy, live music, and games for kids, so we 
could let our talented people work. We were so 
into it we almost forgot about another point of 
the day, but the presentations about the good/
bad practices of waste management just gave 
us new ideas! The afternoons plastic workshop 
was challenging though. Not because it was 
hard to create anything, it was rather hard 
to decide what to create of the many options 
and what not. Finally we got flower pot, lamp 
globe, piggy bank, and many/many other, 
because one group usually did not stop at only 
one product at a workshop.

Being busy with creativity 
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Today everyone was more 
than excited with our 
adven ture to come: we were 
heading to Oradea right 
after the paper workshop. 
On our way we were passing 
through the yellow seas of 
sunflowers brighter than the 
sun itself. We arrived to our 
destination we could smell 
in the air from a mile away. 
Everyone it was the waste 
sorting facility of the Eco 
Bihor Company. Two staff 
members guided us to the entrance making a small introduction of what we are about to 
see. First was the dirt composting department, after some hundred meters jaws dropped 
facing mountains of glass. After the tour finished we met the director of the facility who 
had a touching speech about their work and our responsibility in the future. We found our 
way back on the bus, deep inside nobody wanted to leave. It was noon and 35 Celsius degrees 
in the city center of Oradea, so we had an amazing ice-cream break. I really liked the city 
atmosphere, it was a perfect combination of beauty and calm. After getting back to the 

Wednesday more like ‘Clean the Earth Day’
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On the sixth day of the program we felt that it does not matter how many objects we created 
already, the opportunities given by the wastes and our imagination can’t stop here. For our 

last workshop, we had to work with glass. 
We knew about this, so we already had some 
ideas. And those ideas were really different! 
Photoframe, lava lamp, jewellery collection 
were only a few things of the many we made 
during a morning activity. As we noticed 
anyone can make various things out of glass 
– not only just a vase, but even jewelry. This 
workshop proved for us once again that a lot 
of things can be reused and upcycled into 
new, original and usable products. Some free 
time after the delicious lunch was just great. 

We enjoyed the shades of 
the project site’s courtyard, 
we were all laying on the 
grass next to each other like 
we would be living together 
for weeks now. We were 
charging our batteries with 
solar energy though, because 
in the afternoon we still 
needed lots of repetitions 
for the eco campaign. Some 
people’s fatigueless work 
gave endurance to others too. 
So we just have to sleep one 
more night until the magic 
have to happen…

Glass is not only for vases

accommodation, having a shower and rest we started the night. Finishing our evaluation 
people were quite tired. It was time to serve our national dishes – the smells, the candles on 
the tables, everything was perfect. So many surprises were about to be revealed. The mayor 
of Săcueni had just arrived hugging and greeting everyone with a wide smile on his face. 
Another surprise was taking place right in front of our eyes, a bonfire was prepared for us 
and with the company all our worries just disappeared. Is there anything more relaxing 
and stress relieving than watching the dance of a fire? Human connections were getting 
stronger as time was passing, we were enjoying ourselves more than any of us had ever 
expected before coming here.
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We think we can proudly say that we made everything we could today, even on the 
last day of this project, and not only! We left our footprints everywhere we could. 
And footprint mean now not only the real proof of our steps in Săcueni, but the signs 
(objects, articles, photos) that we persisted showing to others that it is possible to 
change their waste management, or to think twice before we throw something away. 
We left our eco-footprint in the morning in the city center, third time this week (if we count the 
waste collections too). Live music, huge excitement, dance flashmob, live eco campaign, lots of 
kids having fun with our eco-games and learning – we are so proud of what we accomplished! 
In the afternoon, during the 
final evaluation it turned out, 
thanks to our personal note-
books, to the enlisted daily 
evaluations, that the prints of 
our steps led to the success of 
our development and of the 
project’s success. And last but 
not least, the closing games 
we had, the last night’s talks 
and the farewells showed how 
many footprints, how many 
proofs we left in each others’ 
heart and mind.

So that was it! And we were 
not idle for a second!

Footprints everywhere
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